RNs and LPNs must earn 24 contact hours within their two-year licensing period. Nurses licensed by examination on or after October 1, 2002 must complete 4 contact hours of Board-provided continuing education related to Board functions, the Nurse Practice Act, regulations, professional conduct, and accountability. This mandatory class must be completed for the first license renewal for RNs and LPNs licensed by examination.
APNs (CRNP, CNM, CRNA, CNS) are required to have current national certification in the specialty area of practice. The national certifying organization must send official verification of this directly to the Board of Nursing prior to certification expiration date. Allow for approximately two weeks for the Board to provide you with notice for approval of continued Advanced Practice Nursing. Two of the following must be met every two years: 30 hours of approved continuing education • 30 hours of professional activities • 320 hours of employment as a RN or LPN • Licensees may qualify for alternative methods of competency through a refresher course, taking the NCLEX, or by progressing towards a degree or certificate by completing two courses.
Alaska

Board of Nursing
ANPs renew licensure every two years. A copy of the licensee's national certification in the area of specialty practice is required to accompany the renewal form. Renewal of prescriptive authority includes at least eight contact hours of pharmacology relating to specialty area of practice.
LPNs and RNs renew licensure every two years and must meet one of the following requirements:
15 contact hours that are practice-focused • Certification or recertification by a national certifying • body Academic course in nursing or a related field • Provide other evidence as requested by the Board • APNs (ANP, CNS, CNM, CRNA) must submit to the Board proof of current national certification and hold a current state RN license. There are no mandatory continuing education requirements for LPN, RN, or APN license renewal. The renewal period is every two years. In addition, two contact hours of HIV/AIDS education is mandatory for nurses to complete once every 10 years. Also, a one-time requirement of three contact hours of Domestic Violence CE is mandatory for all nursing examination candidates educated outside of Kentucky and nurses seeking reinstatement or licensure by endorsement from another state. IV Therapy CE is required for LPNs who perform IV therapy in their scope of practice (see website for more information).
California
Board of Registered Nursing
Connecticut
Board of Examiners for Nursing
ARNPs (NP, CNM, CNS, CRNA) are required to earn five contact hours in pharmacology CE each licensure period. These pharmacology CEs count in the total contact hours needed for license renewal. Current national certification maintenance is required for ARNP licensure.
Louisiana
State Board of Nursing All licensed nurses must show evidence of 1,000 active practice hours within the five-year period for renewal, or must successfully complete a Board-approved renewal course. 10 CEUs are required per renewal year, and are submitted each year (1 clock hour = 1 CEU). APNs need to provide proof of current national certification upon renewal. LPNs currently certified in IV therapy and/or hemodialysis are required to complete a minimum of 10 continuing education hours in the expanded role of IV therapy and/or hemodialysis.
Massachusetts
Board of Registration in Nursing
APRNs renewing licensure need to submit review of practice guidelines/protocol, documentation of 40 contact hours (4 CEUs) related to the specialty (2 contact hours within the 40 contact hours must be a Boardapproved program specific to prescribing controlled substances, and no more than 20 contact hours may be obtained from medical or advanced nursing journals), and documentation of current national certification in specialty area. APRN (NP, CNM, CRNA, CNS) licensure must be renewed annually. 50 contact hours are required for renewal of APRN license each year beginning with the first renewal after approval to practice. NP compliance reviews are conducted randomly to make sure that the NPs are meeting the requirements of the Board rules and regulations during their practice. Current certification or recertification of a national credentialing body must be maintained for APRN license renewal. NPs will be chosen at random for these reviews and given at least 24 hours notice by the Board prior to being visited by a Board member for review.
Missouri
Board of Nursing
New Hampshire
Board of Nursing
North Dakota
Board of Nursing Continued competence requirements must be met by RNs and LPNs for license renewal, including 12 contact hours of continuing education in the preceding two years. Excess contact hours may not be used for the next renewal period. BLS and CPR classes are not allowed to be included in these mandated contact hours. RNs and LPNs need a minimum of 400 practice hours within the four-year period preceding license renewal.
Requirements for renewal of APN licenses include current certification or participation in a competence maintenance program, and the submission of a scope of practice statement for review and approval by the Board.
Ohio
State Board of Nursing All nursing licenses are renewed every two years. RN and LPN license renewal requirements include 960 practice hours over the past five years and a mandatory seven contact hours of continuing education on pain management.
APN license renewal requirements include the above RN renewal requirements plus: NPs need 100 contact hours every two years. 15 • contact hours of the 100 contact hours required must be in pharmacotherapeutic content for APNs with prescriptive authority. CNS with prescriptive authority needs 100 contact • hours every two years. A 45-hour pharmacology course within the past 2 years is required to renew prescriptive privileges or 400 hours of utilizing prescriptive authority within the past two years. CNS without prescriptive authority needs 40 contact • hours every two years. At least 50% of the total contact hours required need to be a "structured activity" (a lecture, learning experience, or activity which is accredited and awards a certificate for attendance). Accepted continuing education will be related to the scope of specialty practice of the APN. CPR and ACLS do not meet the requirements for continuing education. Required CE must be related to the specialty focus and given at the target audience level.
CRNA renewal requirements include: 850 practice hours within the past two years; continuing education to meet the requirements of the national certifying body; and a mandatory seven contact hours of continuing education on pain management.
Pennsylvania
State Board of Nursing RNs and LPNs do not have any continuing education requirements for license renewal, but must provide verification of a minimum of 140 hours with a 12-month period (during the previous six years) or a total accumulation of 480 hours within a six-month period of employment/volunteer work in nursing prior to renewal. If this requirement is not met, the RN or LPN will need to take a Board-approved refresher course.
South Dakota
Board of Nursing
APNs are required to have current national certification in their area of specialty for license renewal. CNPs and CNMs are required to maintain current status on their collaborative agreements with a physician licensed in South Dakota. 
Tennessee
Board of Nursing
